History of Grace Church Elizabethtown

In February 1999, a group of families met to discuss the possibilities for a reformed church in
Elizabethtown, KY. The pastor of Community Presbyterian Church, Dr. David Dively, in
Louisville, KY was present at the meeting and advised the group on church planting methods,
ways to proceed, and names of other people in the area that he thought might be interested.
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formal church-plant. Eventually, this led to an arrangement with Reverend Peter Bartuska,
pastor of the Danville Presbyterian Church, to help with the official church plant. This occurred
in the spring of 2001. Peter came weekly for about 3 months to preach and administer
Communion. Other members of his church sometimes attended with him, including a praise
team. On Monday mornings, Peter met with other local ministers to help establish a presence in
the community. During this time and afterward other preachers helped fill the pulpit on
occasion, including Jerry Williams. At this point there were about 5 families worshipping
regularly with occasional visitors (30-40 attending). GRC met at House of Prayer through the
remainder of 2001.

Beginning in January 2002 the church moved to Elizabethtown High School. Jerry Williams,
a licensed but not ordained seminary student was hired to conduct weekly services. Ordained
ministers from the presbytery came monthly to administer Communion. The group continued to
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expand to 10-12 families with many families coming and going as their employment dictated.
Early in 2002 the Church began supporting David and Lynn Atkisson and their mission work in
Brazil. The services were wet with Sunday School meeting before the worship service.
Fellowship dinners were started and held once a month. GRC continued to meet at EHS
through the summer of 2004, when construction at the school severely impacted the usefulness
of the facility. Providentially, the current building became available to rent, and GRF moved
there in October.

After moving, services and activities continued in the same way, except the Worship Service
started meeting before Sunday School. Men’s and women’s Bible studies met, Saturday VBS-
type activities were held, some families moved away and others began attending. However, over
the course of the year it became apparent that attendance was dropping, and some people who
left expressed dissatisfaction with various things. Jerry Williams’ health was declining as well
and he was hospitalized several times as doctors diagnosed and tried to get his medication
regulated. GRC was down to 3 families at this point and at a crossroads: to disband or to
continue as they had been and pray for God’s intervention. The Lord did intervene, by sending
Army Chaplain Bill Manning and his family who together transfused those families with new
energy and hope.

In January 2006, Jerry resigned due to a medical condition. Chaplain Bill Manning, who was
serving as a chaplain recruiter without any official ecclesiastical responsibilities, agreed to serve
as an interim pastor. The presbytery accepted the church’s petition to allow Chaplain Manning
to assume the title of Senior Pastor since he was outside his home presbytery. In addition, Doug
Hess and Ben Duncan, both Southern Seminary students and both military chaplain candidates,
joined Bill in filling the pulpit on a rotating basis. In July 2006, Doug’s entry into the Air Force
was delayed for a year, and a formal call was extended by the congregation to Doug as an
Associate Pastor. He assumed most of the preaching duties and pastoral responsibilities to gain
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Doug Hess left for active duty in the Air Force in August 2007. Again, Bill Manning was
filling the pulpit by default, with other men filling in as needed. At about the same time, David
Atkisson, the missionary to Brazil with MTW, had been waiting over a year for the Brazillian
government to renew their visas and allow them to return to the mission field. During this period
his mother became ill and he was in the process of moving back to Elizabethtown to help care for
her. In the Fall 2007, GRC petitioned the presbytery to establish a cooperative agreement with
MTW and allow David Atkission to accept a call as Interim Pastor at GRC. He was installed as
the interim pastor in January 2008. After a fruitless period, the pastor search committee became
convinced that David Atkisson was the best candidate to permanently fill the pulpit.

As this action was pursued, a parallel action was also initiated to move GRC from a mission
church to a particular church. Formal training and selection processes were established to
identify, nominate, and elect elders and deacons for the church. On July 27, 2008,the Ohio-
Valley Presbytery conducted services in Elizabethtown to particularize Grace Reformed Church
and install David Atkission the first Pastor. Peter Hill, Mike Nelson, and Mike Piscatello were
installed as the ruling elders of the church. Joe Baird, Don Meinshausen, and Jerry Pierce were
installed as deacons of the church.

In January 2011 the Session closed out a year long process to establish a proper mission and
vision for GRC. As a part of the new vision and mission, the Session changed the name of the
church to Grace Church Elizabethtown.



